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given the student so much that he may well be tempted to ask 
for more. As it is, Mr. Barker's book is much more than a 
contribution to an understanding of Greek political thought; it 
is an admirable text-book on political science, as well as an ad- 
mirable popularization (in the best sense) of the best theory, both 
ancient and modern. 

Sidney Ball. 
St. John's College, Oxford. 

Individuelle und Soziale Ethik. Vierzehn Vortrage. Von 
Dr. A. Dorner. Berlin : C. A. Schwetschke und Sohn, 1906. 

This collection of fourteen lectures delivered in Konigsberg, 
and printed by wish of those who heard them delivered, has for 
its object the analysis of current popular theories on ethical sub- 
jects, in the hope of reconciling (Frieden zu stiften) what the 
author regards as the extreme wings of the discussion, viz. : State 
socialism on the one hand, and the individualism which culminates 
in Nietzsche on the other. This reconciliation is effected by point- 
ing out that the ethical culture of the individual is impossible 
apart from a community of persons, while, on the other hand, the 
life of the community is made up of the activities of individuals. 
"The intercourse of individuals, whether as free persons or as 
free organizations of persons, is the central ground of ethics." 
Individual differences in character, gift, and office, serve the public 
good and increase the richness of the public life, when these dif- 
ferences in the individual are held together and unified by a culture 
which is universal in character. The community which is thus 
enriched by the intercourse, the mutual service, and mutual "give 
and take" of cultured individuals, is not the State, but "die durch 
den Staat geordnete Gesamtheit aller ethischen Gemindschaften" 
(page 237). 

In considering the widespread popular desire to free ethical 
theory from the authority of religion as well as from the tradi- 
tion of the great philosophers and from metaphysical implica- 
tions, Dr. Dorner maintains that while conduct is the result of 
natural gift and capacity in the individuals, the characteristic 
fact in human conduct is always that it is the activity of a self- 
conscious individual, and that this fact differentiates ethical law 
from the law of material nature, and is the ground of his ultimate 
position that "Auf sich allein kann nur eine Gesinnungsethik 
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stehen (page 240). If we are to find an "unbedingten Soil" any- 
where in ethics "so weist die Ethik audi auf die letzten Grtinde 
alles Lebens zuriick" (page 240). Unfortunately Dr. Dorner 
does not tell us anywhere in his book how he conceives of this 
Ultimate. He disclaims in his preface the intention of being ex- 
haustive in his treatment of his subject, but without being ex- 
haustive, and while still maintaining its character of popular 
discourse, the treatment might with advantage have been more 
philosophic, might have emanated more obviously from an 
Ultimate. The analysis in that case would probably have been less 
elaborate but more profound. Common sense, however, and a 
vivid realization of the identical interest of the individual and 
society do much to make Dr. Dorner's book helpful in the ethical 
movement of thought which he describes, and which at present 
seems to be a Verwirrung rather than an Aufklarung. 

Mary Gilliland Husband. 
London. 

Socialism and the Family. By H. G. Wells. London : A. C. 
Field, 1906. Pp. 60. 

The reader of Mr. Wells' books cannot but be interested in the 
personality revealed through them. He finds a lively construc- 
tive imagination mainly concerned with the externals of civiliza- 
tion, a keen critical faculty whose ultimate and most congenial 
field is the inner life of the social organism, a strenuous earnest- 
ness, an unhesitating frankness, and — what gives these things 
their literary value — a large power of effective expression. But 
there is another quality not the least attractive — and, to many of 
his readers, not the least persuasive — the kind of prolonged youth- 
fulness which often accompanies the growth of unusual powers, a 
capacity for cherishing inconsistent ideals, a persistency in de- 
manding more of the world and of the future than they can ever 
give. Most serious writers on social subjects have time to select 
and fix the ideas they are to stand for before they succeed in gain- 
ing the ear of the public. Mr. Wells has been able to invite us to 
share the growth of his mind. The invitation is a rare honor, 
to be accepted in the right spirit. And the right spirit is one of 
frank and friendly criticism. 

This, personal note is inevitable, if we are to do justice to the 



